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Orren Pickell Building Group long agoe developed a process for custom
lusury homebuilding and remodeling that it sticks to on every now project. That
duesn’t mean, however, that the leadership docsn’t know how 1o have a litde fun

while creating memarable residences aml expericnoes.

PROFILE

“When vou are designing a home [or someans ar building an addition, there are a
& fx - <}

lot of decisions to be made, s we try to manage sur clients in a playful way through
ORREY PICKELL BUILDING GROUP : = ; o ) ’
a Process we have :||r-_~:|-:]3,- |||_'Hg|r||_-l."|. ewner Orrren Pickell l.'1|‘!n|ﬂll'l-5.

www.pickellbullders.com / Headquarters:

Tisday, Orven Pickell Butlding Group is recognized as one of the Midwest’s pre-
d, lll. f Employeas: ; G 7 " A iy ,
miere desioners and huilders. "Orren is heavily involved inthe process and that's

e thing he does best s make the process fun so aur clients get what they wane”

B6 wwwmhb-magarinecoem  Fall 2007
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PROCESS TO PROCESS

Although going through the homebuilding process can be stressful,
Vari takes steps to ensure the experience is relaxing and stress-free
for his clients, “Building is a process,"Vari notes, *And we just take
it ane process ata time,”

The first and most important process is the elevation or look
thit the customer is watiting, A home with elegant curb appeal is
the envy of every neighborhood. Alexi Development hasa designer
dedicated to walking clients through the selections such as cheaos-
ing cabinets:

Additionally, the designer will help choose other supplicrs,
helping select high-end materials such as quarts countertops, hal-
fan marble floors, exotic wood Hooring and high-end appliances.
Vari nutes high-end materials are part of a larger trend he sees in

luxury homebuilding: [t is all about the quality,

“The buyers in this market want all of the bells and whistles,”

Vari notes. “They really want quality, custom cabinets, wood
ﬂﬁuring, high--_'rld appliances and materials that are maintenance
free, All of cor homes are built with brick, stone or cement
board siding”

While Alexi Development’s clients demand beautiful homes

above ground, they alsa get sumething else not necessarily visible
[rum the strect: campleted, lully lunctional basements, “Most base-
ments we build have a family room; a full bathroam, a bedrowm,
kitchien, movie theater and 2 wet bar Vari cxplaing, B is important
torunderstand my costomers” needs and maximize every space with-
in the home."

Although Alexi’s customers enjoy luxurious spaces, Vari notes
that what they really like is having technology at their ngertips.
“Ohar customers want tobe ahle to do evirything from their smart-
photies,"Vari says, "“Whether it he closing the garage door, adjust-

ing the temperature, ar being able 1o see what the kids are :]ujng,

smart technology really resonates with today's buyers " m

INSIGNIA €% STONE

1901 Howell Dr., New lenox, IL 60451
WWW.INSIGNIASTONE.COM

B15.463.9802
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Ay ]'i.lhl'l Frarehand, [1:'4'*iﬂur|l. “It's a real honor ta work with our
chients who put a lot of trust inous and 'momast prrod af '-t'urk.ing
with the team and building the best homes we can”

Crrren Pickell Hl.llmirl.g_ EI'DL‘IP i5 4 o stop |i._-~i§|;;|.-"|3ui|n:| tirm
specializing in custom-built luxuey homes and remodeling projects
thr l".1§|'|n:||.1t f.'h:ir_'a.-::[_-u, Wisoansin, .".‘ii-:_'||i§.1r|. and Indiana. The com
pany self-pertorms a majority of the work, including kitchen, Tath,
cabinetry, carpentry wnd home maintenance,

“As the owner, 'm trving to continually get Letter at what we
da,” Fickell savs. *I'm trying 1o get much hetter at designing and
building komes that are headache Sree, beautiful and stand the test
of time. I'm working at trying make it 2 more fun process for
peaple wha don't need wodo this — they don’t peed 10 build a
heuse, butare doing it becanse it's entertainment, 'm trying to get

hetter and be more entertaining”

BUILT TO LAST
Creren Pickell |.5L'.\'igl'| ';.;I'-G'JIII'J LS |.| |r.'|_|_-g;:|i o |1'|_|i|n;|in|: himes that
have longevity, “We have been thinking about thar a ot in terms

of details)” Foreland savs, "Mavbe it’s not all abent the bells and

whistles but materials that are going to last”

When building & new home, Forchand savs his inspiration comes
froom architects like Howard Van Doren Shaw who built homes in
the 197k an {.TEJLL'REI_':.I-:-: MNorth shove, which consists ol many alllu
ent suburbs north of the city, *We try to take some of those inspi
ratioms into our new homes, whether they are traditional or con-
temporary homes,” he adds, “That time in Chicage an the North
Share has some of the greatest architecture eve put together”

The company also gives its clients a linle homework. Tach
homeowner is given a wish list to consider what is most imprreant
anel is asked o L‘::'i.l'lg_ in dozens |'.lf'F‘|i;'1'.;.-('~.'_ My ]ng'l'}jrz:_i_r:n [rersomn
-I”_'r cames Irom .I‘Gking the client 10 do that homework ™ Pickell
savs. "Some of the pictures they bring in are things we have done in
the past and | leok fur similarities and patterns in the photes. Wi
goe through what they are looking for in their lile, what the Boor
plan shiould laak Tike and the views we will ave an the siee”

In terms of really unique pieces, one homeowner s a chemist
ansl 1he company used a chemical hood Tor the bar to create a Labsy
rinth. The barstools are models of 3 virus, Another homeomsner Das
a vast art collection and Fikes 1o |_'||<'||:'|El_|.- out the picees |1:;l,|,|.j.r|_:.'_
Crrren Pickel] Building Grovp created a gallery in the Tower Level

of the hame and is developing a hassle-tree way far the artwork to

ORTHWEST
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Since 1953, Northwest Millwork Company has been providing
Chicagoland's homeowners, contractors, designers and architects

with superior quality Millwork at competitive prices.

Morthwest Millwork Cao.
Office: B47-699-2040 | Fax: B47-699-7131
455 E. larvis Ave,, Des Plaines, IL, 60018

For a full product catalog, visit our website: www.nwmillworl.com

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR DOORS - WOOD AND VINYL WINDOWS
GUSTOM MOULDING - HARDWARE

"North

", e PP e
Leady i (LLARTS, uj.?uérl.i.. s

- Company las |
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ORREN PICKELL BUILDING S

rivtate. " That 's what makes |||;i|‘.; these hormes [un," Forchand adds.

“Ihey bring their visicn toous aned we make ita reality”

TRANSPARENT PROCESS

Orren Pickell Building Group redeveloped s website about a e
catle ago BRIV RERELES Communication, Lransphreney and reference
P'N P”'i*—"\'h "Becanse we have a gru_:||_ wehsite we can communi-
cate teal-time infurmation with our customers in terms of cnses,
planning and specs” Pickell pxplains, "Most projects are § ypre ek

per coar clicns and we bave won national awards for vur websine

irnannnn

Pickell SaVH its onbine -:|_|||_-. svsterm al=n reduces paper wasie,
aIar yil have 73 projucts %l_-clillj_:h e at one tinwe and each has o 40
page spec heing printed s a week, that’s reams of paper” he
explaing, “The seven days betwern the decision o make a change

amd s commumication tooall ol the sihs in the Held was a risko

||{-ri\-_|._'| Foow the communication o eversone invalved, .':';l’.]lllil:'lg-_[

Krig Kazmirak - President | phone: §30.924.7471 | fax: 630.924.1516 the homewwner ta the ﬁtzl:u-r'.zﬂL'lch:.-r'.1. prroject manager, inlerior
cell; BA7.417.9743 | email: kris@jmbk-glecinid.com desiener aml suboonmacors is real-tine.”

e

Customers are teained on how toouse the website as that’s a key

£ J M K Electric w :le T.'r.r COTANY COnmunicites 1.‘.'1[‘!1 the .::1. .
contractl“g servlce I“G. ‘t:-u. can access the website anvwhere in the worlid anl see im-

ages of vour home being buile” Pickell adds. "In 10 years 06 vou

st B put an accdition on, owe Call ACOCss overvinimy that went

i |.|||i|r|i|'|_:_:_ the house, such as caulk, |||III|‘.h'.:'.-_E, the color of the

Latbirowam, e This s the best =il anil EVEEVOnG lewes it

f Mewing frrward, Crren Puckel] Building Groop will eontinae te
/ fscus on gutting better cvery day swhile bringing down the cost of

}, O Bkl T i b, “We are try g Lol bie 1wice as fasc hecause ['u."'l[.!lL'

want u ant of their hair” Pickell says“Uim teyving o get better, be

more entertaining and put out a better quality prasuct,”

Heating & Air Conditioning Specialists

Custom Homes

Additions & Remaodeling 14 ¥
Radiant Floor Heat EIBE
Vintage Home Experts

Air Quality and

Central Air Purification Systems

Geo Thermal Systems

24 Hour Service (All Brands)

For more than 40 years, Markgraf's Heating & Air
have been helping folks throughout the Chicagoland
arca enjoy total indoor air comfort in their homes
and businesses.

847.438.0032
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