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eighborhood home of Jennifer Dresden, right. Said company President Ken Brinkman, left: Elegant may be “in,” but ornate is “out.”

Soaking it all in

Master baths go from pure function to luxury experience

Environs Development built the Bucktown n
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BY ERIK J. MARTIN “T can spend an hour in my shower that lasting ‘wow’ impression,” said Todd
Special to the Tribune alone” Dresden said. “It makes me feel like Warshauer, director of sales and marketing
I’m in a luxury spa.” for William Ryan Homes in Chicago.
Real estate agents call it the most valued Ask Chris Naatz, vice president of sales Orren Pickell, president and chief execu-
room in a home after the kitchen. Jennifer ~ and marketing for D.R. Horton in Chicago, tive of Orren Pickell Building Group in
Dresden just likes to call it her “getaway and he’ll tell you that the modern master Northfield, said that while buyers prefer

whereshecan bath made the leap from practical toposh ~ more creature comforts and higher-end

place” — a private sanctuary
materials in their master baths, the room

wash away stress in her round free-stand-  inrecent years.

ing tub or her deluxe walk-in steam «“We saw the master bath change froma itself has decreased in size by as muchas
shower, the latter amply appointed with tub-shower combination and perhapsone 20 percent from a few years ago. |
body spray jets, hand-held and rain shower  sinktoa double-bowl vanity, separate “When rooms get too big, they don’t
heads, limestone and a marble bench. shower and separate tub. This transformed  always feel cozy, comfortable or warm,”
It’s so comfortable in the luxury master  the master bath from pure functiontoa Pickell said. “More buyers are now opting
bath at the newly built Bucktown neigh- luxury experience,” Naatz said. for the jewel box concept, where they build |
borhood home that Dresden and her fami- “When showing a home today, sales the exact right-sized home for their needs
The walk-in steam shower has body spray ly moved into in September, it’s often hard professionals and builders save the master ~ but fill it full of nice things and fine fin-
jets, and hand-held and rain shower heads.  to leave. suite and the master bath for last to give ishes.”







