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MALE RoomMms

After a long period of playing second fiddle in matters of home aesthetics and use, men
are beginning to assert themselves in domestic design and décor. From special “man caves”
to the kitchen and beyond, discover how homes near and far have started manning up.

By Jeff Cockrell

YOU HAVE TO WONDER how we let it get this way, Men, 1
mean. How we allowed ourselves to be put in this position. Because
you can bet Washington would never have stood for this. Or Peter the
Great. Or Napoleon. I'll guarantee you le petit caporal didn’t spend all
that time toddling around Europe, adding palace after palace to his let-
terhead, only to watch Josephine fill them all with scented candles and
decorative towels. Or submit to regular scoldings about his saber being
left on the floor. Or have to worry about leaving plans for the inva-
sion of Russia scattered across the dining room table for fear of
returning to find them “straightened up.” (Fat lot of good it did him.)

Nor did the empress, I assure you, subject her husband to tiny diora-
mas of collectible porcelain statuettes depicting utopian village scenes.
Or walk about tacking up kitschy bric-a-brac, here and there a
wooden placard with some winking aphorism engraved beneath a
fleur-de-lis. One can only imagine what would have become, in the
Bonaparte household, of a bowl of plastic fruit.

And yet, men, here we are. Incidental to our surroundings. Disen-
franchised in our own homes. Having at some point ceded almost all
control to our living environments, we are left to hope the master
plans concocted by our significant others include some sliver of room
for our own wants and needs.

No, you can’t set your model train up in the family room.

No, you can’t line the walls with your vintage movie posters.

Yes, you can wartch the game — but keep it on mute. I'm reading in the
next room.

We have, in other words, become second-class citizens in our own
homes, and so we are forced to do what all oppressed and aggrieved
groups have had to do throughout history, the only solution an abused
people can turn to for satisfaction, which is to demand it. To wrap our
arms around some portion of our living space and declare, to wife and
kids and dog and anyone else who might encroach upon it, that THIS

IS MINE. MY SPACE. AESTHETICALLY AND FUNCTION-
ALLY, ITS FUTURE AND FATE ARE IN MY HANDS, And then
we have to hope the wife and kids and dog dont double over with
laughter, because let’s face it, we don’t have a ton of leverage here.

Of course, you may remember your dad making a similar declara-
tion. About the, um, garage. “ Garages have always been the places guys
have hung out, so have basements and attics, and they’ve really been
any place that’s been unused, or really uninhabitable,” says Sam Martin,
author of Manspace: A Primal Guide to Marking Your Territory. “*Places
that you've got to share with the car, they're un-insulated, they're kind
of outdoor/indoor places”” But our long banishment to the less-civi-
lized corners of the home, Martin says, may be coming to an end.

“What’s changed [ think is that guys ... (are) really starting to make
some pretty unique spaces that anybody would want to hang out in,
men (and) women alike, and they're spending some money on this. So
it doesn’t have to be unused spaces anymore.”

In fact, Martin’s book is in some sense based on that very premise, the
notion that we as men are putting more thought, energy and resources
into our personal spaces — even showing them off. Its an idea given
credence by media attention, and by programming like the DIY Net-
work’s Man Caves show, and by the marketing and decision making of
developers and builders themselves. And, local experts say, even when
we're not fashioning special rooms to which we can lay sovereign
claim, men are at least becoming equal partners in the vision of the
home at large rather than sitting passively by as our better halves tell us
how it’s going to be.

Which is good, because nobody gets to tell us how it’s going to be.
We're men. And we're, you know, sensitive about that kind of thing.

A ROOM OF ONE’S OWN

You can call it a “man cave” or a “man space” or whatever you
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