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Convenience and warmth, Home technology
flourishes beneath a handcrafted disguise,

BY PATRICIA SHERMAN

Gome are the days of unsightly metal
refrigerators, visually invasive audio-
video systems, and cookie-cutter cabine-
try. Wonderful advances have been made in
home technology and in the custom-crafted
solutions that hide such conveniences,

FINE CRAFTSMANSHIP

RETURNS TO CABINETRY
Popular design terms of yesteryear—|ike

"Custom Kitchen"—aoften fell short in reality.

A so-called customn kitchen typically meant

choosing from a predetermined range of cabi-

net modules, assembling them like dominos,
then topping them with crown molding.

The art of handerafting heirloom fumiture
and casegoods has slowly diminished over
decades, yielding to the economies of pro-
duction oriented products, Thankfully, hand-
crafted touches are making a comeback,
given rmarket demand for timeless design and
exeoution,

In recent vears, a few manufacturers have
emerged, specializing in a total custorn prod-
uet, from design thraugh finish, With impec-
cable craitsmanship and artisans using hand

finishing techniques of European masters,
these new products are about as far from
“production line” as one can find.

Requests for custom cabinetry and mill-
work are matched with a staff of carvers,
metal craftsman and finishers, who hand dis-
tress, stain, and wax each creation. Arisans
take ownership of each piece from start o
finish. The overall attention to datall s immedi-
ately recognizable as a hand made product.

Thig total custom approach s llberating for
designers, as this new wave of manufacturers
is willing — and able — to bulld whatever can
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HOME AUTOMATION
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GET EXPERT HELP

It may be wise to establish a good multi-
disciplinary d team. Contrary to what
you might think, a good design team can
curb spending that could create a less-than-

signer has the e
ordinate all of the
ments Into a beautiful and cohesive interior.
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et comes together as a unified
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A SYMBIOTIC RELATIONSHIP
As home technology systems have

advanced, custom casegoods, millwork, and

flocring have found their "old soul” through

hand craftsmanship and finishing technigues
another time. Today's home techne '
Inshes beneath a handcrafted di

and warmth that will add to the overall ba
and enjoyment of any (nterior. .an




