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• TAKE A TOUR OF CLEAR SKY LODGE, 
A DISTINCTIVELY RUSTIC HOME UNLIKE 

ANYTHING ELSE ON GENEVA LAKE'S SHORES 

WE PRESENT SPRINGTIME'S BEAUTY 
AND FURY THROUGH A GALLERY 
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OLLECTORS; WINE RO,OMS ARE ciN THE RISE  ' 
BY AMANDA N WEGNER4  td, 	• 
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FOR DRINKE 

 

To quote the venerable Benjamin Franklin, 

"WINE IS CONSTANT PROOF THAT GOD 
LOVES US AND LOVES TO SEE US HAPPY" 

And anyone with a wine room should be constantly happy. 

"Full wine rooms are popular in our larger homes," says Scott Lowell, 

president, Lowell Management Services. "We are including wine rooms in 

approximately 50 percent of our homes. In our smaller homes, we have 

started offering reach-in wine closets that, while functional, have also 

become architectural features with full-glass viewing walls, wonderful 

architectural backgrounds for the wine and unique flooring. Smaller wine 

areas have become very popular" 



ABOVE: This wine room designed by Orren Pickell Builders includes an elaborate entrance with stone columns, entry lighting and 
an arched stained glass window above the door. A dedicated bar area outside the wine room is an inviting place for wine tastings. 
BELOW: The proper shelving and storage is essential to any wine room and comes in the form of racking systems that can be cus-
tomized to lay bottles down or stand them upright. 

John Engerman, owner of Engerman Con-
tracting, is seeing equal interest in wine 
rooms in his business: "It's really getting 
more popular Wine rooms are one of the 
biggest trends." 

With the nation's average annual wine 
consumption on the increase since the 
early 1990s, a wine room can be a great 
investment for those who enjoy this nec-
tar of the gods. Here, we've talked with 
four local builders about the ingredients 
for a well-designed wine room that will 
ensure your reds and whites are ready at a 
moment's notice. 

WHO ARE YOU? A DRINKER OR 
A COLLECTOR 
Before you even design your first (or next) 
wine room, ask yourself: "How am I going 
to use this?" 

"You have to design the space to your needs, 
not someone else's," says Orren Pickell, 
president and CEO of Orren Pickell Build-
ers. "For instance, if you love to drink wine, 

you don't need tons of space to lay bottles 
down to store and age for 30, 40 years with 
the intent to sell." 

In short, are you a drinker or a collector? 

For instance, a wine room for a drinker will 
likely have less storage and more design ele-
ments, such as decorative lighting, space 
for a small bistro table or a countertop to 
arrange a tasting. For a collector, there's 
greater emphasis on tools for temperature 
and humidity control to maximize your 
investment. 

"Because a wine mom for a drinker will be 
designed differently from a space for invest-
ment wines, what kind of wine connoisseur 
you are is an important first question," says 
Pickell. 

HIT THE BASICS 
While a dedicated wine room can come in 
any shape and size, it has to be properly 
insulated and cooled using either a chiller, 
which is like a big refrigeration system, 
located directly in the room or ducted from 
a remote location, says Lowell. For some-
one who is serious about wine, "a chiller 
dedicated to that room alone is the way to 
go," says Pickell. 
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Thelen Total Construction incorporated a combination of design 
elements in this wine room, including an arched top door and intn- 	 u 

o cate tile work on the back wall to complement the floor Two styles 
of shelving hold different size bottles of wine. 



A FULL SERVICE DESTINATION 
OF LAKE GENEVA'S LARGEST 
SELECTION OF CRAFT BEER, 
WINE, SPIRITS AND CIGARS 6&,t 	crjereco,24,  \1111( 

L.." 
Huce Craft Beer Selection 

Unmatched Whiskey 
Selections 

Large Cigar Department 

VOTED WAL WORTH 
COUNTY'S #1 

LIQUOR STORE! 
2012-2014 

524 Broad Street • Lake Geneva 

www.brunosliquor.com  

262-248-6407 
(Just o few blocks north of downtown) 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

9 a.m. to 9 p.m 

THE BEST IS WHAT  ' 
WE'RE ALL ABOUT 

THE BEST SELECTION 

THE BEST PRICES 

THE BEST SERVICE 

CARPET • VIM] • CERAMIC • \l t RU STONE 
HARDWOOD • SANDING & RUIN HI IING HARDWOOD 

Airt1-444,  LIME ESTI 

OORIN 

"WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED" 

VOTED BEST OF WALWORTH COUNTY 2011, 2012 eg 2013 

Serving the lakes area for over 20 years. Professional designer on staff 

FOUR SEASONS 

438 S. WRIGHT ST, DELAVAN, WI 53115 • 262.728.6200 
www.fourseasonsfloorin inc.com  

With a chilling unit, you need to vent out 
the heat it generates, either to the outside 
of the home or to a large interior space like 
an unfinished mechanical room. Enger-
man cautions that to do it right, spend the 
extra money to vent your wine room to the 
home's exterior to keep it from breaking 
down prematurely. 

"That's a boring, technical fact, but it's 
true," says Engerman. "This is a pricier, 
lengthier process, but it's the superior setup 
for serious wine rooms." 

For drinkers, a wine room can be kept in 
the 66 to 68 degree range, says Pickell; for 
collectors, a temperature of 55 is considered 
perfect. And regardless of the temperature, 
consistency is key 

"Heat is no friend to wine," says Pickell. 
"You want to keep the temperature con-
stant. The wanner it gets, the faster it ages." 

For many wine room owners, humidity 
shouldn't be a concem, especially in Wis-
consin, where the humidity at certain times 
of year can be oppressive. But for collectors 
who intend to store their wine for 10 years 
or more, humidity is a serious consider-
ation, particularly as corks can shrink and 
expand, allowing air into the wine over a 
long period of time. 

LIGHT IT UP 
The vast majority of wine rooms are in the 
lower level, in part to minimize UV light 
from reaching the bottles. 

"UV light can be an enemy of wine," says 
Randy Thekn, owner of Thelen Construc-
tion. "UV rays can break down the wine as 
well; that's why you typically see at least red 
wines in darker bottles." 

With wine rooms, it's best not to incorporate 
a ton of lighting as over lighting is bad for the 
wine, says Lowell. And what lighting you do 
incorporate should be LED lighting to mini-
mize heat gain in the MOM, says 

In particular, Engerman likes backlighting 
the walls of a wine room with LED lighting 
to illuminate the bottles. 

"If we can utili7e LED to have a brilliant 
glow behind the bottles, we strive to get 
that design element anytime we can," says 
Engerman. 
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PREMIER BOAT 
SERVICE & STORAGE 

YOU CAN TRUST GAGE MARINE 
WITH COMPLETE CARE FOR YOUR BOAT 

+ INDOOR BOAT STORAGE FACILITIES 

+ CERTIFIED AND TRAINED MECHANICS & CRAFTSMEN 

+ FIBERGLASS REPAIR & DETAILING 

▪ WOODSHOP - REPAIR & REFINISHING <-2:-7,740•411-evans 

5167 STATE ROAD SO, DELAVAN, WI 53115 

262-740-BOAT (2628) • SERVICEOGAGEMARINE.COM  

GAGEMARINE.COM  

This is the place ... 
Don't Tell Anybody 

tv  281 .gittitiodi 

Like Estate Sales? 
Picking? 

You'll Love 281 Sheridan Springs 
• Unique Home Furnishings & Decor 
• Consignments from Over 100 0 Lakefront 

Estates, Chicago & Northern Suburbs 
• 20,000 sq. ft. Showroom / Warehouse 
• New Arrivals Each Week 
• Rustic Barn & Industrial Materials 
• Architectural Salvage 

• BUY • SELL • CONSIGN • 

Hours: Friday, Saturday 64 Sunday 10-5 

gi  facebook.com/281-Sheridan-Springs  
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Fred Gahl 	281 Sheridan Springs Road, Stacey Bresnahan 

	

917-509-1990 	Lake Geneva, WI 53147 	917-371-3359 

dakern azrne con 

STORE IT AND SHOW IT OFF 
The ability to display your collection and 
bottles in different ways is important, says 
Thelen, noting that he likes to incorpo-
rate various display options to handle 
everything from smaller artistic bottles to 
magnums. "There are a lot of unique hor-
des out there. If you're investing in this 
kind of space, invest in good storage and 
display options, too." 

For basic storage and display, Engennan says 
there are a variety of racking systems that 
allow customization to give you plenty of 
storage, front big bin to single bottle storage, 
laying down to standing up. Redwood is the 
standard wood type because it is naturally 
decay resistant, but his company has built 
wine storage out of other woods as well, 
including walnut and alder 

When designing your wine room, don't forget 
storage for other items: maybe a small refrigera-
tor for beer cabinets for spirits and liqueurs, or 
a humidor for those cherished cigars. 

"One interesting thing is incorporating a 
humidor for the guys who like wine and 
enjoy a good cigar," says Engerman. 'A 
humidor can easily be incorporated in a 
wine room as it requires similar conditions." 

Particularly for lower-level wine rooms where 
natural light is less of a concem, solid plate 

Scott Lowell, president of Lowell Manage-
ment Services says his company is includ-
ing wine rooms in 50 percent of the homes 
they build. Beautiful architectural back-
grounds for the wine like the rich, wood 
cabinetry adds warmth to the space. 
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NOW APPEARING AT 

Lake Geneva's 
Only Winery 

Axl is a Deep, Dark Rosé with 
Aromas of Rose Petals, and  , 
Flavors of Sugared Strawberries  `. 
& Pome ranate, with just a Bit of Sweetness 

The focal point of this wine room built by 
Lowell Management Services is an inter-
esting piece of artwork surrounded by 
millwork and flanked by stone. The entire 
wall is accented by subtle lighting. 

glass and full glass doors help to maximize 
the view of the room, says Lowell. 

This is not to say that wine rooms should 
be relegated to the lower level, though it is 
more cost-effective on the lower level. In 
fact, Pickell loves first-floor wine rooms. 

"I love first-floor wine cellars," says Pickett. 
"I think they are practical for people who 
use them all the time or have parties, so 
you can walk right in and use it for castings 
as well. 

DO IT FOR YOU ... NOT THE 

FUTURE 

"If you enjoy wine and it's a passion, then 
it should be something to consider" says 
Thelen. "But it's not for everyone." 

Along that same line, when it comes time to 
sell, it's important to remember that a wine 
room could be a benefit ... or a liability 

"In a resale market, them are people who 
are looking for wine rooms, but not every-
one will pay extra. There's a good chance 
it's not as important to the next buyer as it 
was for you," says Thelen. "Building a wine 
room is all about what suits you, not the 
next owner" A 

Are Your Trees Ready For Spring?, 
Out with the cobi...In with the beauty. 
Help your trees to grow and flourish this spring by calling yout 

local certified arborist, Tom Prudden at  The Care of Tree 
today to schedule a free consultation. 

Crystal Lake 

t h e care oftrees. 	262.374.5996  

a DAIEY# company www.thecareoftrees. 

STUDIO WINERY' 
401 Sheridan Springs Road . Lake Geneva . WI. 262-348-9100 
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