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Designing
For Dollars

With the real estate market sinking
around them, North Shore
homeowners are getting creative
about making the sale, including a
Glencoe couple that called in
reinforcements — from HGTV.
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Lot of I8 ‘_"" i M
"‘%’%I‘&-- §re very bitarian,! Eric confesses,
“’ﬂw four kid "nﬁf."h&ﬂ has become a
container for peaple”
“And tovs,” ¥lva chimes in. “This the
way we Jive.”

"Bue” Brig anterjeccs, ity ot ne I."\-\..Iril}"
the way vou wine it when vou're selling 2
bouse i 4 down market.

so-the Jacobses took o gumble, At the sug
geston of a triend, they proposed their prop
erty as a candidare for HOTVS wildly popular
Desipned v Sell reality show. A fove days lacer,

they gor the call they'd been hoping tor,

"They had & scout out here mght swaw”  Bofore HOTVS Desloned fo Sell criow came i
|_-_1;|.!J.Iill.‘- Fri A |_||k_||||_-L with s one wet I"\-||-|‘r' At e— LINFCET 1% iG] A . Jrre-ol e Saace o g
F = i busy couple, A nart of 1he sk 1 O
roron a5 cammers Crolled " m o the next oo il P il b
; : makeaver, carpenters bullt m benches to add
I think they were ceally excited to do a 1
] IrtErest aned soating below the windowe anc 4
hause up here Wiev gt Lhe ;.Tl"':"ll banes; freshcoal of paint was useed (o freshen the o
and they're pucting the bling in”
Welcome to today’s real estate market,  routmnely suggested by local realtors: B

where the price not only needs to be right — the Designed o Sell tranchise takes it one
but every nook and crnny needs o be st Rarcher, tiking o $2,000 macerial
“marketed” to its maximum potential oy budget and a full crew of contractors w
well, Often that means b iI_IFiIl_!_II 1o pro- e each of s properties oo market-reads
fessional “home stager” to help prospectve  makeover and an apen house — all

buyery visualize the possibilities, & service  national TV
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e, Ehe |acobs” iving raom [plctured right|
was pigin and wtilltanan, which perfectly
uited the neéads of the couple and thelr four
Children. Naw, the space (s deaner anel man
Irewitineg, with sophisticated new furniture. a
fresh coat of paint and artwork that tes the
room together and Injects o sai 5y

awer allows PatEn A 50 6as

"We look for people who are selling
ated need some help,” explaing Lisa Holden,
member af the Prerown Productons crew in
Chicago “These are people who just need that
exra boost to take ther property) to marker”

Jemmiter Bernardi, the shoot producer, sys
the Jacobses were muking one ol the biggest
mstakes homeowners often make when shoe-
mg-a: house, " They had 2 lor of forninoe in
here" she savs, UTE was ot really: defined well”

Hl.!l'.-'.'l!'u.'T._ [II'r:"I.I.'!‘.I\ L|||_' Fridsg |_|||-'_'x|1|_'._'|;|,-||
transtormation for the Glencoe home wag in
the smroonm, 4 felatively small spuce thyy —
when viewers see it on HGTY lacer thiy sear

could be one of the mest memorable

Ere and Yha added che room to replace
sagping three-season porch shortly after pus-
chasing the property five years ago, They
vanlted the cetlings with swood and pot
new windows, but since the couple works

frenm honme (Y1 a5 a praphoe designer; Eric

Tap phata by Shunda aolcamb

as o consudran, whae they ended up needing
the space for was a-home olfice

"We rypically pick chree rooms o do
becanse we WL £ |'|].|k".' SUTE e pPuc oL
money where i will do the pose,” Floldeén
expliins, “Soowe converted that room from
what was considered p home office hack o
RICIVIMTER TR

As the construction crewe Owhich, by the
way, consists of mare than the hunky car-
pencers vou see on 1Y) ralls primer up and
dewn a brick wall in that very sunroam,
Eric and ¥Ylva reflect on che EXperience
they've gleaned from chis experience, a lic-
eral rush o marker with cameras rolling,

"You have vo fall i love with vour family
and noe youre statt" Y va savs. “Your souff iy

coming with vou,”
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b difting space wsl ane of e THrad Fesery
largeted by Ty o e o I T
additlon b palrting the walls a RAncgG 1
WHROEW treatmenits e wEner made e
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And even though they both conside
themselves seasoned “repo icory, B
says having o professiond! designer on hand
to guide ehen was valuable, “We looak at it
subpectiv |:-. I'ill.'f.' are ||l-l|-'||'___'| at 1L VEery
abjectively, and chat makes @ difference”

Cine of che olt Il.'r'l.'.lll.'.| Diosionind to Sell
buzewords has been the hoteowners strategy
b ke Crop dollac” But all the staging i th
world won't make 3 différence if the hous
o1 the property vou're selling 45 bevond repai
or requires such a maor everhaul thit no
even the realioy-TW gods can pull 1t off]

Lase vear, Todd Wilkins, executive vice pres
ident e Lincolnshire-based Orren Pickell
Desipmers and Builders, launached a wmagu
progeam o help buvers in just char sitwacon

“This s beyvond staging” Wilking savy. "Icy
muore torward-thinking i terms of the o
diligence wide in that we're completing some
of the due diligence far the buver!

Wilking. says the new Conggn & Design
program targens Mvery exclusive propertics,”
which he describes as being “near water,” diff

cult b duplicare, ar “of heauciful nature

In other words, the service 1% [0k suitedd
tor land parcels: thar seream “location, locs
o Lo o, which was exactly the case o
1 Morth Share homeowner last vear whao
carnie ' Orren Pickell with o piece of el
entate that just wasn't selling

i il.l':l oravine and lmuted access to the
bedch, Bae the home on it was defindtely g
teardenwyn and had been on the market g
vear, Wilkins savs, ““We o bevond the [rixas
lites of swhats standing o what could e
standing. We created a coastal desim and mar
keted that design wich thae particular loea
croy, and it sald)

A e spenles Wilking ix o the site ol the Ly
Longgn & Design progect on Ehicaga’y Gold
Caonnst, 0 prand old sunsion that had been
turned fnte o four thar and w betnge converted by
Corren Pick lack mo a "!".j-'.l" |_||||||':. by

With todays real estate market being wha

it s, 1t vou have an excmaordinary: piece ol prop
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And even thoueh they boch consider
themselves seasoned “renovarors” Brii
[ =ys havang a professional desiener on hand
e e theam was mvaluable, “We Toak ar i
subjectvely Lo chey e laaking at jr very
abjecovely, and thar makes o difference”
Clne of the @l repeated  Desipned e Sell
buzewornds has been the Bomeawers st Ly
to ke “rop dollae™ But ll e staging m the
| world won't ke & difference i the hous
ol the property youte selling 15 beyond repan
OF redquires such o majpor overhaul that nol
aven the reality=TV oy can pull 10 off
| Last vear, Todd Wilking, exccutive vice pre
wdent ar Lincalnshire=based Orren Pickell
Desipners and Builders, bunched 4 tnio
program o help buvers in just chat sitiation
| Phis'is beyond seaging, Wilkans savs, " [t5
e forward-thinking 0 cermy of the due
dilipenoe side i thie we'r completing som
ol the due -|I!|[_':|.'I|.-. tor the

buyer.”

| Wilking savs the new Comsymn & Desien

Proszeim -t “wery exclusive propert
which he describes a8 being Ynear wacer” diffi

| cule to duplicare, orof beautful namre.

cther wonds, the service is most suiced
tor land parcels chat seream “location, loca
fon, location,” wlhich was exactly the case fios
1 Morth Shore homeowner Last vear whi
came o Chrren Pickell with a piece of rog
ERCATe Lt jusc waisn 't selling
e bad o eavine and Hmited aceess to the
each. Buat the horme o e was detimeelyv g
eeardonyn and had been on the

vear, Wilkins says, “We po bevond. che e

bilines af what’s seancing: o what could be
stannding:, We created o coastal desien and
keted that design with chae particular loca
tiean, and g seld

As he speaks Wilkins a3 on the site of the lates
Cionsign & Design project on Chicapas Gokd
Looast, a I..'_:.III'.I old mansion that Tiad e
rurned o a tour Mar and i bt converted Ly
Chrren Pickell Back into o singde-fumily hiom

WAL eodayy real estate naarket being whal

15, 1F v have an exir rordinry e ;|I'|-.|.-.|-.
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Classic Pertection

on the North Shore

611 Green Bay Road

611 Green Ba}' Road sets a new standard for luxur}'
communities in ['_‘hicagn's Narth Shore. Stylish homes.
.I'.'_'J'L'ILI.'LJ.'H interiors F.\'.':'Frmu-..'." amenities, All from Chi{:ag[‘.l's

preeminent, high-end residential developer—JDL.

Congidéring sHetgy efficiency, resource conservation and indoor air quality,

(—ome ol the Marth Shore s first

B11 Green Bay Road will be g LEED Cerrified o bfing

—Fully-compliant with the USGBC'S LEED Green Building Rating System

1221 CENTRAL AVE, WILMETTE, [LLINOIS 60091
Sales hours Thursday — Sunday, 1-¢ py and by appointment

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

COoLDWCLL
EANMETE L -
Crasting v seevem b Iw

[Pronald Shea, ."~11E]=|‘_.' Shea or Dentse Ketlar
L 847 425 3889 | 6llgrecnbayroad.com

@ Cheniad and Dipecabad by NET, LLG,
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erty, bt e hovse that’s g it iy eicher a1
Howns or  complete remadel, it difficuls @
sorneane bsee it for what it could he Walki
o this Astor Street property, its very difficolr
sed how this could be my life)” he expliins,

"By using design and thinking forward,
seller i downg due dibgence tor the buye
Besides dong the desipn) we pur budgens: 1
With great design and a good budeer, we
sell this property”

Mow comes the buming question: H
ek does all this cose, and who pays far

While the execution 4 different, the Cons
& Dreagn program works much like o ham
stagngs service — the imvestment s on the p
of the seller, in the hopes of nerning the pmo
emy for “top dollar” In the case ofa profession
decomar or sager,” costy can snge oy con
sultation only 1o cosmenc tacelity and furnit
plicement. For the Orren Pickell progranm, d
cost 14 i the Blueprine and design congept.

Wilkans says the buyer has no abligations ¢
Cirren Pickell, though so far most hisse opo
by continue wieh some variation of th
desipgs they “haughe™ inco,

Lake, for example, the Lake Michig
property chat mspired the Consign & Diesig
program. The people who ended up purchass
g che laketromt hame ulomately did noe use
Oirren Pickell’s original design.

“They had more contemporiry taste, bug
this (deapn) gave them the visual ability we
understund what the foor plan and mo
count could be"Wilkins says “The seller paid
uis il fee for our {originsl) desien, aod wow the
buvers are working on plans  customized
specifically tor thetr fanuly for tus focattan,”

Hack i Glencoe, Eric Jacobs adnues it wos
hard tor ham g fivse o relie o buyers wathour)
wistan, those would-be naussiviers whe walk into
hatte and see exiody whats in front of them

“When | go out and ook for things o
buy, I look for potential” he says. However,
baving pone  theough the Desfoped o Sell
experience (which, less than one week latern
had muluple showings and rave reviews), he's
beginning to see the value of the statepy,

I ] were o put mvself i the buvers shoes
and walk 1o this house odiy compared o
wihat 1t loaked like before, 1t looks amaring”
Erie addy. "1t does make a difference” [

For more (uformatio abowd Diegigned ro Sell
atidd pegnlieangs fo b on une of the o

[ shons, go fooemispleton, o Far pmare ffaens

pint bt Clerene Pickells Congign & Diesipy
progrant, g fo e proke il ers cone,
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